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School Self-Evaluation Report

1. Introduction

1.1 The focus of the evaluation

A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in Newport College was undertaken during the period
November 2014 i February 2015. During the evaluation, teaching and learning in the following subjects
and programmes were evaluated:

il

Numeracy

This is a report on the findings of the evaluation.

1.2 School context

Newport College is a Vocational School under Tipperary Education and Training Board. We are
located in a predominately rural area, but the town in which we are located has grown rapidly over the
last 5 years. Newport is just 10 minutes from Limerick city, and there has been significant growth in
the population of commuters in the town. We are the second post primary school in the town. We are
a DEIS school and as such we are also participating in the JCSP, in SCP and we are the only school
to offer the LCA programme. We are very fortunate to have a HSCL coordinator working 4 days in the
school. Enrolment had been increasing over the last number of years but peaked in 2011. However,
projected numbers for 2015/2016 are positive T we expect 40 students to commence their second
level education with us. This will put a strain on timetabling and resources, but it is a challenge we are
willing to take.

2. The findings

f

All incoming entrants are assessed using CAT3 testing. Results of the 2014 cohort are below
national average; however 65% of our students are at average or above average levels of
achievement in numerical ability.

The Maths department analysed their 2014 Junior Cert results. Uptake at Higher level is at 37% -
national uptake is 54%. This is an area in which we need to improve.

A maths competency test was administered to 1% years at Christmas. Our students have
strengths in the areas of computation, numeracy language, interpretation of graphs and measure,
units and lengths. Weaknesses showed up in the areas of problem solving and fractions.

An attitudinal survey was carried out among students and parents. Teachers were surveyed on
initiatives being carried out by the numeracy department. 50% of our students believe they could
be good at maths, 56% think numeracy skills are important for life, but only 26% like working with
numbers. 70% of our parents state that their child likes maths, 47% of parents state that their
child seldom or never has difficulty with maths homework; 53% of parents would like guidelines to
help improve maths in the school.

3. Progress made on previously-identified targets improvement targets

f
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A number of whole school numeracy initiatives have been carried out in the school over the last
number of years.

The first initiative started in 2013. Teachers were asked to return test results as a fraction and ask
students to convert that mark to a percentage.

Teachers were surveyed on their awareness of this initiative. 63% of teachers always give back
results of tests as a fraction and then require students to convert them to a percentage.

The second initiative began in 2014 and asked students to change a percentage to a decimal.
Teachers responded that 25% always ask students to do this, with 38% sometimes asking
students to do this.

In 2014 we also asked teachers of 1% years to incorporate some element of measurement into
their teaching. 88% of teachers responded that they had done this

We also began an initiative in December 2014 with 1% years working on estimating and rounding
up/down. All teachers were given a poster for their classrooms. This has not yet been evaluated.
Maths problems are given to all 1% year students each weekend since February 2015. They take
these problems home and with help from their parents they try to solve the problems.

JCSP initiatives have included involvement in creating a Maths board game- we achieved 2m
place nationally in this competition. In 2014/2015 we also made use of Flashmaster in Junior
Maths classes.

The Maths Department are actively involved in Maths week with posters and problems posted up
all over the school. In 2013/2014 all 2™ years were involved in a maths poster display throughout
the school.




School Self-Evaluation Report

4. Summary of school self-evaluation findings

4.1 Our school has strengths in the following areas:
(List the main strengths of the school with regard to teaching and learning))

f
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Of those students taking higher level maths for Junior Cert, we are at or above the national
average in those achieving at Honours level.

65% of our students are at or above average when compared with the national norms in the
CAT3 test

Our students have strengths in the areas of computation, numeracy language, interpretation of
graphs and measure, units and length.

56% of our students agree with the statement that numeracy skills and knowledge are important
for 1life. 70% of parents know their chil doés

4.2 The following areas are prioritised for improvement:
(Specify the aspects of teaching and learning that need to be improved)

il

il
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Develop common approaches to mathematical operations and language across the curriculum,
under the guidance of the maths department

Create a numeracy rich print environment

Ensure that 1% years improve their competence in a range of mathematical concepts and
operations identified by the maths competency test, such as problem solving and fractions.
Increase the uptake of higher level maths at junior cycle i from 37% to 40% by May 2016; from
40% to 42% by May 2017; from 42% to 44% by May 2018.

Numeracy to be integrated into all subject plans

Teach key words of relevant maths | anguage
posters.

4.3 The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to be addressed.
(Specify the aspects that need to be addressed)




Appendix to School Self-Evaluation Report:

legislative and regulatory checklist

Issue

Relevant legislation, rule or circular

Is the school fully
meeting the
requirements of
the relevant
legislation, rule or
circular?

If no, indicate
aspects to be
developed

Valid enrolment of M51/93 X Yes [ ] No
students
Time in school Circular M29/95
- Length of school year X Yes [ ] No
(minimum of 167
days for all year
groups) X Yes [ ] No
- Length of school
week (minimum of 28
hours for all year
groups)
Standardisation of school | Circular 034/2011 X Yes [ ] No
year
Arrangements for Circular M58/04 X Yes [ ] No
parent/teacher and staff
meetings
Implementation of Circular 25/12 X Yes [ ] No
national literacy strategy
Implementation of Croke | Circular 025/2011 X Yes [ ] No
Park agreement
regarding additional time
requirement
Development of school Section 21 Education Act 1998 X Yes [ ] No
plan
Guidance provision Circular PPT12/05, Education Act 1998 (section X Yes [ ] No
in secondary schools 9(c))
Whole-school guidance Section 21 Education Act 1998 X Yes [ ] No
plan
Delivery of CSPE to Circular M12/01 Circular M13/05 X Yes [ ] No
all junior cycle classes
Exemption from the study | Circular M10/94 X Yes [ ] No
of Irish
Implementation of revised | Circular M29/02, Circular 21/98, Circular 30/97, X Yes [ ] No
in-school management Circular 29/97
structures
Limited alleviation on Circular 53/11 X Yes [ ] No

filling posts of
responsibility for school
year 2011/12




Issue

Relevant legislation, rule or circular

Is the school fully
meeting the
requirements of
the relevant
legislation, rule or
circular?

If no, indicate
aspects to be
developed

Parents as partners in

education

Circular M27/91

Yes

Implementation of child
protection procedures

Circular 65/11

Please provide the following information in relation to child

protection

i Number of <cases
involving a child in the school was
submitted by the DLP to the HSE

i Nu nobcases where a report
involving a child in the school was
submitted by the DLP to the HSE and
the school board of management
informed

i Number of cases
sought advice from the HSE and as a
result of this advice, no report was made

1 N u mobcases where the DLP
sought advice from the HSE and as a
result of this advice, no report was made
and the school board of management
informed

W

W

3]

3]

1]

1]

X Yes [ ] No

Implementation of

complaints procedure as

appropriate

Section 28 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to
complaints made by parents during this school year

1 Number of formal parental complaints
received

T Number of formal complaints
processed

T Number of formal complaints not fully
processed by the end of this school year

oL ]

ol ]

ol ]

X Yes [ ] No

Refusal to enrol

Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to

appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the

school during this school year

Number of section 29 cases taken
against the school

Number of cases processed at informal
stage

Number of cases heard
Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed

oLl
o]
o]

oL ]
oL ]

N/A




Issue

Relevant legislation, rule or circular

Is the school fully
meeting the
requirements of
the relevant
legislation, rule or
circular?

If no, indicate
aspects to be
developed

Suspension of students

Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to
appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the

school during this school year

Number of section 29 cases

taken against the school o]

Number of cases processed at

informal stage o]

Number of cases heard o]

Number of appeals upheld o]

Number of appeals dismissed

pp o]

Expulsion of students Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following

information in relation to

appeals taken in accordance

with Section 29 against the

school during this school year

Number of section 29 cases

taken against the school o]

Number of cases processed at

informal stage o]

Number of cases heard o]

Number of appeals upheld o]

Number of appeals dismissed

o]
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Policy Source Has the policy If no, indicate
been approvedby | aspects to be
the Board of developed
Management ?

Enrolment policy Section 15(2)(d) of Education X Yes[ | No

Act
Equal Status Acts 2000-2011

Code of behaviour, including Circular M33/91 X Yes[ ] No

anti-bullying policy™ NEWB guidelines
Section 23, Education Welfare
Act 2000

Guidelines on Countering
Bullying Behaviour, 1993,
Circular M33/91

Equal Status Acts 2000-2011

Attendance and participation Circular M51/93 X Yes[ | No
strategy2 Section 22, Education Welfare
Act 2000
Health and Safety Statement Health and Safety Act 2005 <] Yes[ ] No
Section 20
Data protection Data Protection Act 1988 X Yes[ | No
Data Protection (Amendment
Act) 2003
Special education needs Education Act (1998) X Yes[_| No
policy® Equal Status Acts (2000 to
2011),
Education (Welfare) Act
(2000),

Education for Persons with
Special Education Needs Act
(EPSEN)* (2004)

Disability Act (2005))

Social, personal and health Circulars 37/2010, 23/2010, x Yes No
education(SPHE)/Relationships | M27/08, M11/03, M22/00,
and sexuality education (RSE) M20/96, M4/95

policy

Substance use policy Department of Education and X Yes[ ] No
Skills Directive; guidelines
issued to schools in 2002

Internet acceptable use policy | Department of Education and X Yes[ ] No
Skills Directive

Child Protection Policy Circular 0065/2011 X Yes [_] No

'Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (200
conform to the specifications stated.

2 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (sectiohn 22 s chool 6s attendance st
conform with the provisions stipulated.

’Section 9 of the Education Act (1998) reqpiovides a school
for the educational needs of those Awith a disability or
*The EPSEN Act requires that schools be inclusive of and provide an appropriate education for students with

special educational needs.



